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Marginal lands can become a primary source of economic welfare exploring the

potential alternatives at hand for different means of production.

Background



Share of farm holders aged 

more than 65 years

Background

Inputs expenditures/ha



UNEP’s Green Economy Report4:

• Growth in income and employment is driven by public and private

investments that reduce carbon emissions and pollution, enhance

energy and resource efficiency, and prevent the loss of biodiversity

and ecosystem services.”

• Building green agriculture requires physical capital assets (……) crop

and livestock diversification;(……….); and appropriate farm level

mechanization.

• Policy changes would particularly focus on the reduction and

eventual removal of ecologically perverse subsidies that distort the

true cost of unsustainable agricultural inputs.

Promoting green economy



EU2020 Strategy

Bio-economy, smart, sustainable and inclusive by 2020 to deliver high levels of

employment, productivity and social cohesion. (European Commission, 2010 –

EU2020 strategy). Creating economic growth and jobs in rural areas and improving

the economic and environmental sustainability of primary production, and

processing industries.

EU Strategy for the Danube Region EUSDR.

(1) Develop the society knowledge providing action plans and training tools to end

users and new farmers.

(2) Support the competitiveness of enterprises, providing new innovative

solutions to diversify their business.

(3) Invest in people, teaching new high-skills jobs about industrial crops

transformation and applications through a process of education and training

EU strategies



CentralHEMP – THE PROJECT



Industrial hemp is a very reliable resource through which many current territorial challenges

of the Central Europe countries could be eased. The Green Economy based on a hemp multi-

industry complex can provide new income for farmers and be a solution to rural poverty

• Land abandonment / marginalization

• Soil contamination / hydrogeological hazards

• Use of pesticide/herbicide/ abundant use of water

• Lost of competitiveness of rural areas

• Sustain innovative and sustainable agriculture

• Monocultures

• Diversification

• Recover ancient local knowledge and environmental education

• Brain drain / Depopulations

Why Industrial Hemp?



(Small and Marcus 2002)

Industrial Hemp Products
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http://www.ohiorightsgroup.info/#!industrial-hemp/c1ltv


Industrial Hemp is still a niche crop, cultivated on ca. 15,000 ha in the European

Union (2012).

Industrial Hemp in EU



10

EURAC (IT)

LEAD PARTNER

Ecopassion (IT)

Veneto Agricoltura (IT)

Blue! (GER)

EXENEX Institute (CZ)

Konopko (SLO)

Agr. Inst. Slovenia (SLO)

Medihemp (AT)

Agency for 

Regional 

Development 

Slovenia (SLO)

Crop Research Inst

(CZ)

Svent Istvan Uni (HU)

Herman Otto Inst (HU)

CentralHemp Partners



Priority axis 1 – Cooperating on innovation to make CENTRAL 

EUROPE more competitive

1.2 To improve skills and entrepreneurial competences for advancing 

economic and social innovation in central European regions

Aim & Approach

INNOVATION

IN PRODUCTION SYSTEM 

ENTREPRENEURIAL KNOWLEGDE

SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE AND USE

DIVERSIFICATION

SMALL PRODUCTIONS

GREEN JOBS

(YOUNGS/WOMEN)

ACTION PLANS,

LICENCES

REGIONAL PRODUCTS

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

RURAL COMPETITIVENESS

INTERNATIONAL MARKET SUPPORTING POLICIES

NEW ENGINEERING 

SOLUTIONS

TRAININGS

EDUCATION

DECISION TOOL

REVITALIZATION OF LANDS

LOCAL ECONOMY

HOW we do it? THROUGH what? WHAT for? CREATE what?



Public opinion



Industrial Hemp in the Alps is expected to:

• Help to take appropriate measures in designing and implementing agricultural

policies and coordinate efforts for integrated land resource management,

bringing benefits to present and future generations.

• Develop and implement site specific-rural development strategies and products

characterized by an integrative, inclusive and holistic approach

• Promote agro-environmental practices reducing negative impact on

environment

• Promote organic production, local farmer markets, artisan food producers,

community supported agriculture and other forms of small-scale sustainable

food production

Regional Development



Regional Development



•MiracleVentures.com

Regional Development

http://miracleventures.com/


• SMEs:

 New small-scale machineries for post-harvesting,

 New products and applications, R&D investments

 New job positions.

• Local people and farmers:

 Start new industrial hemp productions

 Diversification of agricultural products,

 Support a local and international network of industrial hemp experts

 Increased technical skills

• Public authorities:

 Enhance green economy

 Find solutions to land abandonment and youth and women unemployment

Expected Results



Turn to Industrial Hemp

THANK YOU 


